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KS3 CURRICULUM INFORMATION BOOKLET
Curriculum Information Booklet

We have put together this booklet in response to your requests for more information regarding what your child does in KS3.  Hopefully, you will find the booklet as a useful reference guide over the next year.  This booklet and other information can also be found at www.allertongrange.org
For your information the following staff maybe useful contacts:

Achievement Leaders

Miss Parson – KS3 Manager

Mrs K Taylor - Student Achievement Leader – year 7
Miss Rodgers– Student achievement Leader – year 8

Mr Lynch - Student achievement Leader – year 9

Curriculum Leaders

Mrs Knowles – English

Mr Harrisson – Maths

Miss Avison – Science

Mr Bell – Art

Mr Bennett – History

Miss Crichton – ICT

Mrs Dodsworth – RE

Mr Grover – PE

Mr Jones – Drama

Miss Mann – Business

Mrs Nicholson – Technology

Mrs Ridao – Spanish

Mr Rochford – Music

Mr Sapru – Urdu

Mr Singh – Punjabi
Mrs Walker – German

Mr Watson - Geography

Please contact me if you have any suggestions on how to improve this booklet for next year

Thanks

Garth Watson (Leading Parent Partnership Award Coordinator)

Watsonga02@leedslearning.net
Important KS3 Dates for Parents

November

Wednesday 12th

KS3 Information Evening

February

                                                      Tuesday 3rd


Training Day 3

                                                      Thursday 26th

Consultation Evening Yr 9

March

 Wednesday 11th

Yr 9 – 10 pathways Evening

       Friday 27th
          
     Completed Pathways forms Yr 9

April

                                                      Thursday 23rd

Training Day 4

May

Wednesday 6th

Consultation Evening Yr 8

                  Wednesday 13th                   Future Yr 7 Informal Coffee Evening

June

Thursday 4th


Consultation Evening Yr 7

                                                       Monday 22nd
  
 Sports Day KS3

July

Wednesday 1st
 
New Yr 7 Informal Evening
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ENGLISH
	KS3 English

	Units covered

	Year 7
	Teaching Talk-students are taught speaking, listening and discussion skills explicitly. 

Narrative writing – students study actual short stories and use these to structure their own short story.

Class reader – students study a text chosen by the class teacher which will engage and inspire the group. They will have to produce an assessment which tests their reading skills.

Drama – students study a Shakespeare or a C20th play and focus on the decisions that they would have to make as a director.

Non-Fiction – students study different types of travel writing in class and plan, draft and write their own piece.

Poetry – students study a range of poetry from different cultures and traditions and focus on the meaning, context, culture and writer of these texts.

Media – students study newspapers in class and then produce their own piece of media work.



	Year 8
	Poetry – students study a range of poetry linked by theme and then produce an assessment focused on their reading skills. Students are also given opportunity to write their own poetry.

Non-Fiction – students study a key issue in class and then produce a range of pieces of writing, including a persuasive leaflet.

Drama- students study a non-SATS Shakespeare play and produce an assessment that focuses on their reading skills.

Twist in the tale – students study examples of these short stories focusing on their structure and then plan, draft and produce their piece that follows these conventions.

Class reader – students study a text chosen by the class reader which will appeal to their students. Poetry linked to the central themes is also studied in this unit. Students will have to produce an assessment that allows them to engage with the novel’s central themes.

Media - students study magazines in class and then produce their own group magazine with a clear target audience and topic.

	Year 9
	Class reader- students study a text chosen by the class teacher which will engage and inspire the group. They will have to produce an assessment which tests their reading skills.

Non-fiction – central focus here are writing skills. Students study a range of different types of writing, audiences and purposes for these texts and then produce their own examples as practical SATS preparation.

Drama – students study the SATS play in class focusing especially on the key scenes and then produce a practice exam response. In class revision sessions also happen before the exams in May.

Reading skills – students study explicit reading skills in class as SATS preparation.

Media – students study the key concepts of Audience, Representation, Language and Institution around which the Media GCSE is taught. Students will study a range of different media and then will use key 

Skills to produce a piece of Media GCSE coursework.

	Top 5 websites:

1.www.readingmatters.co.uk

2.www.mrsmad.com

3.www.cool-reads.co.uk

4.www.booktrusted.co.uk

5. www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revision (bitesize)

What can pupils/parents do to enhance and reinforce learning at home and at school?

Encourage private reading of a wide range of texts, both fiction and non-fiction.  

Parents to support and monitor homework.

Use the internet for further research into topics and texts covered in class.
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SCIENCE
	KS3 Science

	Units covered

	Year 7
	The year 7 are being taught in a themed approach, all of KS£ will be taught in this manner in the school year 2010 - 2011. There are 9 themes a year.

Lost - This is based on how to survive on a desert island and includes:- how to make fire, food chains and webs, pyramids of numbers and biomass, and how to purify water.

Minature me – This is based on a person being shrunk and taking a journey around the human body. It includes:- cells, tissues, organs, organ systems, specialised cells, neutralisation and some respiration.

Exploring Space – Based on a long mission in space and what the astraunauts would need to survive. It includes:- the order of the planets and associated information, space as a vacuum, fuels (renewable and non-renewable, plants as food, photosynthesis and some respiration.

The Lion king – Based around the Disney film. This includes:- Habitats and environment, variation, adaptation, energy transfers in food chain, predator prey relationships and star brightness.

Juno – The story of pregnancy though to adult hood. It includes:- Egg and sperm to fertilisation, replication of cells, growth of the foetus, adolescence, the menstrual cycle, learned and innate behaviour and how external and internal stimuli change behaviour

Armageddon – This is based on the film, but is the scientific thinking behind getting to the comet and blowing it up. It includes phases of the moon, movement of celestial bodies, forces, weight and mass, comets, rock types and corrosion of rocks.

Speed racer – Its theme is how to make fast cars better. It includes forces, speed, atmospheric changes due to combustion, simple electrics.

X-men – This is based on the film and is the science behind some of the powers. It includes inheritance and mutations, changes in state, fire triangle, magnetism and reversible/ irreversible reactions.

Sports – In the theme of training an athlete and what you would need to know. This includes muscles and movement, alcohol, drugs, smoking, aerobic and anaerobic respiration, smart materials and the adaptation of our organs.


	Year 8
	The year 8’s are taught in topic areas.

1. Rocks and weathering – an overview into how rocks are changed by the conditions on Earth

2. Food and digestion – this contains all the food groups, their uses and how to stay healthy

3. Atoms and elements – this is a description of what they are and how they join togther.

4. Magnets and electromagnetism – the unit explains how magnets work and the use of electromagnets.

5. Microbes and Disease – In this unit pupils consider  micro-organisms uses, as well as the diseases they may cause and the solutions we have.

6. Sound and hearing – students learn how we hear and the applications of sound.

7. Compounds and mixture – an extension of the atoms and elements

8. Light – all of the affects and rules of light

9. Heating and Cooling – The conduction, convection and radiation of heat

10. Respiration – The idea of why and how we respire

11. Environmental Chemistry – The affect of pollution on our environment

12. Energy and Electricity – How we get electricity into our homes and what the wastage is.

13. Plants and photosynthesis – We look at respiration in plants, and the affect of this and photosynthesis has on the environment

14. Plants for food – This is based on how to help plants grow and the affect on food chains



	Year 9
	1. Inheritance and selection – This is how we look the way we do

2. Fit and healthy – We discuss all of the options that can either improve or cause issues with our health

3. Reactions of metals and metal compounds – This looks into how metals react and what they produce.

4. Patterns of reactivity – A look into how reactive metals are and what order they go in.

5. Using chemistry – The products of new technology in chemistry

6. Gravity and space – This topic looks at how gravity affects the solar system and our selves

7. Speeding up – This discusses how we can speed up objects movement

8. Pressure and moments – An overview of pressure and how it is used in everyday life. 


	Science continued….

	Top 5 websites:

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
2. http://www.skoool.com/demo/
Other useful information:

Science is a very diverse subject, with many strands and applications. It will encourage pupils to become:-

· Independent thinkers

· Computer literate

· Good team players

· Good problem solvers

· Socially aware

· Environmentally aware as well as a knowledge of how the world works.
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MATHEMATICS
	KS3 Maths

	Units covered

	Year 7
	1. Sequences and Functions- sequences, function machines and algebra.

2. Number Calculations- place value, negative numbers and adding and subtracting decimals.

3. Perimeter and Area- measurement and scales, three dimensional shapes.

4. Fractions, decimals and percentages- equivalent fractions, adding and subtracting fractions

      Half term test
5. statistics and Probability- averages, calculating probabilities

6. Expressions and Formulae- rules of algebra, simplifying, substitution

7. Angles and shapes- measuring, coordinates and shapes

      Half term test
8. Handling data- collecting, organising, displaying and interpreting.

9. Multiplication and division- powers and operations, mental methods, calculator methods

10. Functions and graphs- rules, using a table

      Half term test
11. Triangles and quadrilaterals- Finding angles, constructing triangles

12. Percentages, ratio and proportion- comparing amounts, proportion

13. Linear Equations- algebraic expressions, operations, expanding brackets, solving equations

      Half term test
14. Transformations- reflection, translation, rotation, symmetry

15. More number calculations- rounding, factors, multiples, primes, multiplying, dividing, converting

16. Analysing statistics- planning, constructing, comparing, communicating

      Optional Sats
17. Probability experiments- comparing experiment with theory

18. Equations and graphs- solving linear equations, generating sequences, graphs

        19    Polygons- constructions, properties

	Year 8
	1. Numbers and sequences- negative numbers, powers and roots

2. Angles and bisectors- properties, constructions

3. Probability- sample space diagrams, comparing

      Half term test
4. Fractions, decimals and percentages- adding, subtracting, increase, decrease

5. Expressions and formulae- powers, simplifying, substituting

6. Measures and measurements- metric/imperial units, area, volume

      Half term test
7. Functions and graphs- conversion, distance-time, interpreting

8. Multiplicative reasoning- rounding, multiplying/dividing decimals, ratio and proportion

9. Transformations and congruence- combining, enlargements

      Half term test
10. Equations and formulae- solving, functions and formulae

11. Handling Data- Planning, displaying, interpreting, stem and leaf diagrams

12. Multiplication and Division- Order of operations, using measures

      Half term test
13. Equations and graphs- expanding, real-life graphs, algebraic manipulation

14. Solving problems- organising, using algebra, extending

15. Dimensions and scales- plans and evaluations, surface area, bearing, loci

        Optional Sats
16. Data projects- organise, process, display

        17   Experiments- modelling, analysing, probability simulations

	Year 9
	1. Sequences- practical, quadratic

2. Functions and graphs- distance-time, interpreting

3. Proportional reasoning- adding/subtracting/multiplying/dividing fractions, ratio, proportion

      Half term test
4. Solving Equations- problems, trial and improvement

5. Geometrical reasoning and construction- circle properties, constructions, loci

6. Handling data-averages, charts, misleading statistics

      Practice Sats Exam
7. Perimeter, area and volume- circle problems, volume, prisms

8. Number calculations- powers and roots mental calculations

9. Graphs of functions- plotting, gradient, implicit functions

      Trial Sats Exam
10.  Probability- event, outcomes, calculating, experimental

11. Transformations and congruence- describing, planes, enlargement, similarity, scale and proportion

12. problem solving and revision-choosing a strategy, proportional/geometrical reasoning

      Half term test
13. Equations, functions and formulae- brackets, algebraic fractions, transforming formulae

14. Statistical reports- collecting, scatter graphs

15. Applying geometrical reasoning- properties, scale drawings, maps, ratio, surface area and volume

16. Theoretical and experimental probability- combined events, tree diagrams, probability experiments

17. Trigonometry and Pythagoras’ theorem- finding the side/angle of a right angle triangle 

 Sats

18.  Start GCSE Course (Module 3)


	Top 5 websites:

1. www.mymaths.co.uk online lessons, homework, revision and games (each student has their own login details)

2  www.emaths.co.uk past SATs papers for extra practice

3. www.mathsnet.net  interactive questions

4. www.nrich.maths.org  challenging problems

5. www.10ticks.co.uk  puzzles and games

In maths pupils will:

· Solve problems

· Think logically

· Think creatively

· Work in a group

· Work independently

· Carry out research

· Use maths in daily life and in their future career
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GEOGRAPHY
	KS3 Geography

	Units covered

	Year 7
	1. My local area  - study maps, settlements, geographical skills       (assessments: Through the Window sketch & Marketing Leaflet) 
2. Wet weather – causes of rain, understanding of impact of wet weather through case studies
3. Extreme weather  - study of hurricanes/cyclones/dry climates through case studies.  Look at causes, effects and solutions      (assessment: end of unit test)

4. Adventure Landscapes  - unit looks at how various landscapes are used for adventure activities (eg. Climbing) and its impact on it

     (assessment: Extended writing booklet)

5. London 2012  - Unit assess potential impact of the Olympics on the UK.  Unit looks at the sites for each sport and the geographical locational reasons for them.      (assessment: letter writing)

6. Italy – Unit investigates the geography of Italy including physical, human and cultural characteristics

        7.     Africa – A study of this massive and varied content.  A look at the physical and human geography of this amazing continent

	`Year 8
	1. Weather & climate – what causes different types of weather, how is the data collected and how can we forecast the weather? Why does climate vary around the world and how does it affect the activities of the people within the areas      (assessment: microclimate enquiry)

2. China today – a fascinating study of the worlds most populated country.  A look at its growth, natural characteristics and its influence on the world
3. Fashion – an insight into globalisation through the study of the global fashion industry.  This unit assesses the good and bad of fashion.

     (assessment: Rosa extended writing)

4. Fantastic Places – an inspirational unit allowing students to see some of the worlds most amazing places and how they are formed and how they are used.

      (assessment: poster)

5. India – students learn about this rapidly changing country by looking at its human geography (eg. Industries) and physical geography (eg. Landscapes).  What will India’s role in the changing global economy be?      (assessment: news report)

        6.    Rivers -  the unit covers the formation of key river features (eg. Waterfalls) and the causes, effects and solutions to flooding

	Year 9
	1. Ecosystems – what are ecosystems? The unit looks at the main characteristics of certain ecosystems (eg Tropical rainforests).

      (assessment: end of unit test)

2. London 2012 Unit assess potential impact of the Olympics on the UK.  Unit looks at the sites for each sport and the geographical locational reasons for them.

           (assessment: letter writing)

3. Who wants to be a billionaire? – where are the world’s billionaires and why?       (assessment: board game)

4. Who wants to live forever? – the study of why people are living longer and the impact this is having on countries.

5. Paradise Lost – a unit on tourism in Thailand.  This unit looks at the beauty of Thailand but also the good and bad effects tourism is having on the country.

      (assessment: Tourism itinerary booklet)

6. Impossible Places – this unit looks at places around the world which are so amazing and weird they could be considered impossible.

     (assessment: Role play)

        7.    My Favourite country – students investigate and produce a piece of work on a country of their choosing.

	 Visits

	Visit name

Purpose

Year group

Date

Cost (approx)
Leeds Urban study

To look at settlements and urban issues

7

7/11/08

£5

Malham

Investigate tourism impact and environmental issue

8

£15

Netherlands

Urban redevelopment, settlements studies and human control over sea

9

13/02/09-16/02/09

£265

Top 5 websites:

1.  http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/

2.  http://www.gatm.org.uk/

3.  http://earth.google.com/

4.  http://www.geographyalltheway.com/

5.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/

Other useful information: 

geography will encourage your child to  become–

Good communicators

Spatially aware

Socially and environmentally

aware

Problem solvers

Good team players

Computer literate

Well rounded, flexible thinkers

Through undertaking activities such as:

· Make a concise report

· Handle data

· Ask questions and find the answers

· Make decisions about an issue

· Analyse material

· Manage themselves

· Solve problems

· Independent thinkers
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HISTORY
	HISTORY  KS3

	Topics covered

	Year 7
	1. What is History? An investigation of core historical skills ( e.g. sources, bias, timelines)
2. Roman Expansion: how the empire began and developed. Evidence handling skills & chronology
3. How civilised were the Romans? Evidence analysis, empathy and conceptual thinking

4. The Dark Ages: outline study of transition from Roman Britain to Norman invasion 1066

5. Medieval Realms: the Norman Conquest, how and why William took control of England

6. Life in Medieval England: an investigation of key events( e.g. Black Death) and rural/urban life 

	Year 8
	1. Tudor society: investigating social, religious and political issues and change

2. English Civil War: causes of the conflict, nature of the war, political consequences

3. Restoration society: investigating attitudes to science and superstition plus key events (Great fire of London)

4. Industrial Revolution: key focus is long term change. Agricultural revolution, case study of industrial revolution and its common themes

        5.     Social change: urbanisation and its’ problems, working conditions, political activity, British Empire and its’ peoples 

	Year 9
	1. World War One: its’ origins and nature skills of causation, analysis, empathy and explanation

2. Change triggered by conflict: Suffragettes, Treaty of Versailles, Russian revolution, democracy & dictatorship

3. Rise of the Nazi party: social context, ideology, citizenship, empathy

4. Life in Nazi Germany; citizenship, empathy.

5. Outbreak of WWII; causation and chronology

6. Home Front in GB: an investigative project into the impact of WWII on civilian life

7. Pupil negotiated investigations: a range of topics e.g. justification of using atomic bombs in 1945, Rosa Parks in the USA civil rights movement

        8.     Native American peoples: investigating the development and nature of life for the native people

	Visits

	Visit name

Purpose

Year group

Date

Cost

Royal Armouries

Leeds

Handling of artefacts Medieval weapons

7

Spring term

To be confirmed but likely less than £5

Slavery abolition museum Liverpool

Insight into the struggle against slavery the British empire

8

t.b.c

t.b.c.

Normandy D-day beaches France

Visit historical sites and museum connected with WWII

9

May

t.b.c.

Top 5 websites:

1.www.schoolhistory.co.uk  2.www.the learningcurve.gov.uk 3.www.bbc.co.uk/history  4.www.iwm.org.uk   5.www.heritageopendays.org.uk

What can pupils/parents do to enhance and reinforce learning at home and at school?
Visiting historical sites in Leeds e.g. Leeds city museum, Thackray medical museum, Armley mills.  Encourage reading to support literacy as this is VITAL in history for understanding of sources and expression of ideas. Dedicated history channels arouse interest in the subject.  Developing an “eye” for local history in your area

Learning style:

A very wide range of approaches are used as they are relevant to the topic and aptitudes of the pupils,, a FEW of which include:

· Debate/ Role play/Project investigation/Essay writing/Depth and outline study/ICT use

Historians develop many wide skills just some of which are:

· Analysing historical sources in many forms (statistical, artefacts, written etcetera)

· Detecting and explaining bias

· Synthesising evidence

· Constructing well supported arguments

· Expressing their ideas in a coherent and logical way

· Make judgements

· Independence of thought
Problem solve and original thought


[image: image7.jpg]



RELIGIOUS STUDIES
	KS3 – Religious Education

	Units covered

	Year 7
	A01 = learning about religion during a topic               A02 = learning from religion during a topic

1. Judaism;  introduction to Judaism, Abraham, Moses and the 10 commandments, Jewish home and kitchen, Shema, Mezuzah (A01), reflection upon times of difficulty in their own lives, empathy, exploring sacrifice, the need for rules and how what we eat reflects our culture/beliefs (A02). End of unit test/assessment.

2. Christianity; introduction to Christianity, Jesus as Messiah, Son of God, Jesus’ divinity, Jesus as saviour, how do Christians show love today?(A01),  exploring the concept of sin, what it means to be human, human qualities, emotions, values, forgiveness, selflessness, inspirational people and whether miracles exist (A02), Presentation/assessment 

3. Islam; introduction to Islam, Muhammad’s (pbuh) life, Risalah, Tawhid, Qur’an (A01), how do we cope with death? How do we treat and show respect to things that are precious to us? (A02), Newspaper report/assessment 

4. Sikhism; Introduction to Sikhism, Sikh Gurus, Guru Gobind Singh and the Khalsa, Sikh belief in God and the Mool Mantra (A01), tolerance, equality and how do we ‘stand-up’ for what we believe in? (A02)  End of unit test/assessment.



	Year 8
	A01 = learning about religion during a topic               A02 = learning from religion during a topic

1. Hinduism; Introduction to Hinduism, Trimurti, worship, Karma, Ahimsa (A01), what would you like to preserve, protect and destroy?  The use of non-violence (A02) End of unit test/assessment.

2. Christianity; Bible, history of the Church, Church leaders, Trinity, Holy Communion, an organisation motivated by Jesus (A01), break-ups and consequences, reflection upon the lives of inspirational people eg Desmond Tutu, John Sentamu, roles of individuals – families, friends, charity (A02) Art assessment.

3. Islam; 5 pillars – Shahada, Salah, Zakah, Saum, Hajj (A01), exploring ritual, charities, what we could do without? Special journeys and times (A02) End of unit test/assessment

4. Sikhism; Guru Granth Sahib, worship, Nam japna, Kirat Karna, Vand Chakkna, Guru Gobind Singh saint and soldier (A01), equality, importance of work and types of work, selflessness, reflection of saintliness (A02) Essay style question assessment



	Year 9
	A01 = learning about religion during a topic               A02 = learning from religion during a topic

1. Life after death; paranormal activity, heaven and hell, reincarnation, body and soul distinction (A01), personal views of life after death, Judgement (A02), Essay style question assessment

2. Religion and Morality; 10 commandments; Sermon on the Mount; Two Christian sources of authority; Jesus’ two greatest commandments (A01), causes of crime and punishments, guilt, conscience, forgiveness, rules for living (A02), Exam style evaluation question assessment

3. Religion and the Media; Studying religion and its portrayal in T.V, film and the news (A01); Morality and ethical discussion and debate (A02), Exam style evaluation question assessment.

	Top 5 websites:

1.  www.ks3.reonline.org.uk/ - 2k
2. www.bbc.co.uk/schools/KS3bitesize

Other useful information and support opportunities available:

Students can access all resources from lessons in school via S-drive/RE/Staff/Resources

What can pupils/parents do to enhance and reinforce learning at home and at school?

Please check your child’s planner weekly to ensure that they are completing their homework and encourage them to take an active part in discussing religious and ethical issues which are in the news.
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GERMAN
	KS3 German

	Units covered

	Year 7
	· Personal Identification

· My family and pets

· My school

· My house

· Food and drink

· Shopping

Students will do short assessments in all four language skills working towards N.C. level 4 by the end of the year.

	Year 8
	· My hobbies

· My town

· Talking about what you did last weekend

· My Holidays

· Daily Routine 

· Household chores and part time jobs

· Pocket money

Students will do short assessments in all four language skills working towards N.C. level 5 by the end of the year.

	Year 9
	· Health and Fitness

· Region and Environment

· Leisure

· Relationships with friends and family

· Future plans

Students will work towards a FCSE qualification – Level 4 (Pass), Level 5 (Merit) or Level 6 (Distinction) which is examined in three modules: Health and Fitness, Region and Environment and Leisure.

	Visits

	Visit name

Purpose

Year group

Date

Cost

The German Experience

To practise and improve language skills interactively with German nationals

9

TBC

Free

Languages at Work

To understand the important role that languages play in the world of work

9

Jan

Free

The German Christmas Market 

To understand a little about the German culture, traditions and customs 

8

December

Bus fare to City Centre

The German Exchange

To acquire cultural and linguistic enhancement and to maintain established links with our partner school in Dortmund

8,9,10

2010

TBA

Top 5 websites:

1. www.linguascope.com (Login and Password details can be obtained from your German teacher)

2. www.languagesonline.org.uk

3. www.klar.co.uk (free outside of school hours)

4. www.gutlanguageskills.co.uk  (free outside of school hours)

5. http://www.yjc.org.uk 

What can pupils/parents do to enhance and reinforce learning at home and at school?

· You can help your child learn new vocabulary by testing them regularly at home, especially when they have a vocabulary test or end of unit assessment due.

· We recommend the Oxford School German/English dictionary for use at home to support homework tasks.
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SPANISH
	KS3 Spanish

	Units covered

	Year 7
	a. Personal details

b. My family and friends

c. My home and Leeds

d. The time

e. At school

Students will do short assessments in all four language skills working towards N.C. level 4 by the end of the year.

	Year 8
	a. Facilities at school

b. The city centre

c. Activities at home

d. Holidays

Students will do short assessments in all four language skills working towards N.C. level 5 by the end of the year.

	Year 9
	a. Past holidays

b. Shopping for food and drink

c. Buying food and drink in a café and in a restaurant

d. Leisure activities

e. Travel

   Students will work towards a FCSE qualification – (level 4 [Pass], level 5 [Merit], level 6 [Distinction]) - which is examined in three modules:  Holidays, Food and Drink, and Media. 



	Visits

	Visit name

Purpose

Year group

Date

Cost

The Spanish Experience

To practise and improve language skills interactively with Spanish nationals.

9

November

Free to students

The Salsa/Flamenco experience

To acquire cultural enhancement in a practical way through dance and music.

9

October

Free to students

The Spanish Exchange

To acquire cultural and linguistic enhancement and to maintain established links with Duque de Rivas IP in Madrid.

9, 10,11

February, 2010

To be announced

Top  websites:

1.mflgames.co.uk

2.oye.languageskills.co.uk

3.BBC.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize

4.linguascope.com  

What can pupils/parents do to enhance and reinforce learning at home and at school?

Encourage students to learn vocabulary and phrases; to practise speaking work and supervise memory writing of phrases.  Check student planner to ensure that homework tasks are completed.

We recommend the Oxford School Spanish/English dictionary for use at home to support homework tasks.
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FRENCH
	KS3 French

	Units covered

	Year 7
	19. Topic titles – Brief summary of content and assessment used for each topic

Moi au college, La France,Ou j’habite ou tu habites, Heros et vilains, Une viste au zoo.

End of unit assessment and summative assessment In December and June to include listening, reading, speaking, and writing

	Year 8
	17. Topic titles – Brief summary of content and assessment used for each topic

Continuous assessment to include all 4 skills

Contexts:Countries and nationality, Ma ville La Maison,Daily Routine,Shopping, a Party

	Year 9
	19. Topic titles – Brief summary of content and assessment used for each topic

Media, Food and drink ,Holidays  Freetime and Travel

Assessment in all 4 skills for each topic. The first 12 assessments will be submitted for the FCSE qualification at Pass(Level4) Merit (level 5) or Distinction (Level 6)

	Visits

	Visit name

Purpose

Year group

Date

Cost

Breton dancing

cross curricular experience to appreciate French culture

9

With primary school pupils

Early 2009 to be announced

About 50p

French experience

First hand experience of French conversation with native speakers

Years 8and 9

To be announced

none

French exchange to Lille

Experience French language and culture. Form ongoing relationships with French students

Year 9 

A limited number of places are available

February 2009 and 2010 to Lille French school to Leeds June 2009

£350

Participation in Routes for languages

With Leeds University

Awareness of use of languages in society.

Taster sessions for less well known languages

Year8and 9

To be announced but before option process ends

none

Top 5 websites:

1www..bbc.co.uk

2.linguascope.com

3.www.momes.net

4.www.zutlanguageskills.co.uk

5.www.languagesonline.org.uk

Other useful information and support opportunities available:

Please contact Mrs Stockdale as Curriculum Leader or your child’s French teacher if problems occur.

What can pupils/parents do to enhance and reinforce learning at home and at school?

Supervise the learning of vocabulary, phrases and short passages

Encourage students to practise speaking French at home using the exercise book as a guide

Supervise writing from memory

Check that homework is being completed and handed in on time.

Stress the importance of learning a language,
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ICT
	KS3 ICT

	Units covered

	Year 7
	Internet Safety – Students look at what the internet is used for and how they can stay safe whilst using the internet. At the end of this unit students should feel secure in their own use of the internet and have an understanding of the dangers present on the web. This unit is developed inline with Government Guidelines courtesy of CEOP(Child exploitation and online protection)
Creating a movie for a specific audience – Students will create a short film using moviemaker and digital video. The video should be to advertise Allerton Grange School (Old and new) to parents of Year 6 students. They will use lesson time to shoot the video in groups and individually they will edit the video, using sound and animation to make the video appeal to the audience.

Web Development – Students will collect information about History of England, they will then use this to produce a one page website for students in their year to use a resource. They will make animations for the site, collect information and pictures that are suitable and display the information so that it is easy to access.

Data Collection and Analysis - Students will create a database of data collected in PE and in ICT, they will come up with a hypothesis and use the data to prove or disprove an example is “Students with longer legs can run faster”. They will use this data to create a presentation that they will the present to the class.

Sound – Students will create a radio program using sound clips given to them. They will create their own sound clips to add to this radio program using software called Audacity. This software is free and students will be able to get copies from the internet to practice their skills. This topic helps with students literacy and media topics.

Animation – Students will create animations to advertise products that they have made in Technology. They will have the choice of software from Flash, Serif, and PowerPoint. The students will create all images/sound and information needed and develop the animation so that it is suitable to go on the Wide screen Televisions in the City centre.

	Year 8
	Re-Cap web Safety – Students create a website informing students in Year 10 of the dangers of using the internet and how they can stay safe online. This allows students to build on what they have one in Year 7 and also gives them the opportunity to present to an older target audience.

Web Development/Information reliability – Students complete a large project in partnership with languages. They collect information about the country that speaks the language they are learning. They develop information handling skills and they then develop a 4 page hierarchical website for an adult target audience. They create a video to welcome users to the site and they create images to help with the display of the information.

Sequencing – Students create a small game for children in Primary school. The game should be numeracy based and allow children to learn whilst having fun. This unit will introduce them to computer programming as well as developing their target audience awareness.

Data Analysis – Students create a healthy eating spreadsheet, this should look at calories used by the human body in any one day and calories taken in when eating food. This unit helps with the ASDAN unit on healthy eating and shows students how modelling can be used to simulate real life situations quickly and easily.

Project – Students are given a large project that assesses all the skills that they have developed over the last 2 years. This is to create/run and advertise a festival using ICT to help. They create a financial model, a website, posters, tickets, tv advertisement, animation and music jingle for the radio.


	Year 9
	 OCR Nationals Level1 Level 2 is offered to students that show the ability, we will always contact parents to discuss this before moving students on to the Level 2 Qualification)

About this Qualification
The OCR Level 1 Nationals in ICT have been developed to provide candidates with an introduction to the skills, knowledge and understanding required to prepare for work in the information and communication technology sector. 

They have also been designed to help candidates develop their personal skills in the areas of team working, career planning, communication and problem solving. 
They accredit candidates’ abilities to carry out a range of tasks and have been designed to accredit candidates’ achievements in a modern, practical way that is relevant to the workplace.

How this Qualification is assessed.

All units are centre-assessed and externally moderated by OCR. There are no timetabled exams for this qualification; candidates may complete units at a time that suits the centre. The full award and units from this qualification are graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction.

	

	Top 5 websites:

1. www.teach-ict.com

2. www.ocr.org
3. www.fatmax.com

4. www.bbc.co.uk
5. www.leedslearning.net

Other useful information and support opportunities available:

CC4G – This extra curricular club allows girls to explore ICT and develop the confidence this is run by the DFES.

Scratch – Students can learn to make their own computer games; this does help with the ear 8 unit of study.

Lunch Time Club – Students are given the opportunity to use the computers every lunchtime in CS6 and CS7.

Java Game Creation – Leeds University come in to help students develop their programming skills allowing them to make their own Java games for their mobile phones.

What can pupils/parents do to enhance and reinforce learning at home and at school?

Encourage students to join in with the extra curricular activities. Help students with the homework as it often does involve discussing ICT and its uses with parents/carers.
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DRAMA

	KS3 Drama

	Units covered

	Year 7
	1. Introductory skills and Baseline assessment – gives students a grounding in basic communication and drama skills and provides an assessment of their level at the beginning of their time at Allerton Grange.

2. Sentence to Performance – storytelling as an oral skill, simple performance and staging techniques in small groups OR Childhood Development – consideration of historical changes in the roles of children from the Victorian era to the present day.

3. Darkwood Manor and Scunny Castle – using a haunted house as a setting, students explore a range of drama techniques including soundscape, physicalisation and creating characters using role on the wall OR Introduction to Physical Theatre – students learn basic physical and movement skills and consider using non-naturalistic physicality.

4. Myths and Legends – students use a variety of world myths including Greek, Norse and the Beowulf saga to create drama exploring different cultures OR Superheroes – students create their own superpowered characters and play them in a variety of scenarios involving secret identities and cliffhanger endings.

5. Monologue – students create their own characters and write and perform monologues for them OR Propless Theatre Company/The Bikers Ballad – students learn the importance of mime skills, learn to work with a script and use narration as a tool to further their drama.

6. Greek Theatre and the Oedipus Myth – students learn of the historical importance and skills of classical Greek theatre, including Chorus work in their own    

        staging of the ancient Oedipus story OR Bullying – students use the full range of drama skills they have learned over the year to explore and respond to   

                 the theme of bullying in a range of scenarios.

	Year 8
	18. Communication without words, Melodrama and Charlotte Dymond – students explore a range of non-verbal communication techniques, learn about the historical theatre style Melodrama and apply it to the classic Ballad of Charlotte Dymond OR Friendship – students learn a variety of techniques including vocal expression, split stage and thought tracking whilst working on the this theme.

19. War – students consider conflict through the ages, create dramatic interpretations of First World War poetry and develop empathy through characterisation OR More Drama Skills – students add to the range of tools available to them in their drama including thought tracking and split stage.

20. Divided Loyalty – students use this powerful theme as a way into learning about physical theatre and developing their own choreography OR The Demon Headmaster – students use playscripts of the popular children’s novel and television series as a stimulus for their drama OR Slavery – students use drama to explore the issues behind historical and present day slavery.

21. Media (Behind the Scenes) – students explore the production process from scripting through storyboarding to editing and combine their drama skills with IT and digital resources OR Musical Theatre – students work on a cross-curricular project with Music to explore the form of musical theatre and create their own examples.

22. UK2030 – students create a timeline to the future and explore the serious and not so serious issues of what lies ahead, from global warming to alien invasion OR Homelessness – students use skills including hotseating and role play to explore this contemporary issue.

23. Radio Plays – students create, perform and record their own radio plays and develop an understanding of the importance of vocal work and sound effects OR   

        Harry Potter – students use the boy wizard’s adventures as a backdrop to using mime skills and physicalisation to portray the effects of different magic spells.

	Year 9
	20. Predicaments/Teenage Life – students consolidate their skills from years 7 and 8 in involving a range of issues relating directly to their own life experiences and those of their peers. ALSO The Tempest – a number of year 9 classes will see a performance of Full of Noises, a new version of Shakespeare’s Tempest by the West Yorkshire Playhouse. Their lessons before and after the performance will explore the themes of the play and respond to the company’s visit.

21. Commedia dell’arte and Pantomime – students learn the physical clowning skills and stock characters of commedia and use these to inform the devising and performance of their own seasonal pantomime.

22. The Stones – students use a range of skills including subtext, script writing, exploration of status and hotseating to investigate the real life case of two teenagers who accidentally cause a fatal accident OR Family Life – students explore the roles of family members across history and through different cultures.

23. Symbolism and Abstract Drama – students learn symbolic and abstract ways of presenting their ideas through physical theatre, movement and imaginative use of props OR Identity – students go on a strange journey with a teenage character whose world is turned upside down. Working in groups ranging from pairs to whole class drama, they explore paranoia and the nature of reality.

24. Shakespeare – each year the Drama department develops specific lessons to support the work done in English on the SATs Shakespeare scenes.

25. Extended project – students end their drama at Key Stage 3 with an extended group project which draws on and brings together all of the skills and ideas they have learned over the preceding three years.

Drama Continued….

	Assessment

For each topic area students are assessed according to the skills learned. Drama uses level descriptors based on the skills required by the Arts Council of England. Full details of the level descriptors can be found on the school website www.allertongrange.org under Key Stage 3 Drama on the subjects page.

Homework

Homework is set three times in each half term and will generally involve one written/summative task, a research task and a design/illustration task.

Other useful information
Drama is not just about teaching performance skills. It will help your child to learn-

Communication and interpersonal skills

How to work, cooperate and compromise as part of a team

Empathy and understanding for others

The ability to think independently and creatively

The importance of Drama and the Arts as part of our everyday lives and cultures.

	For further information please contact: Mr Ceri Jones, Curriculum Leader for Drama (jonesc04@leedslearning.net)
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ART
	KS3 Art

	Units Covered

	

Year 7
	1  ‘Basic Skills Programme’ – drawing from observation from natural and man made forms in a range of media (pencil,

     pen, charcoal, pastel, ink), exploration of line, tone and texture.

2.  Mark making in response to landscape – study of the drawings of Van Gogh and his approach to drawing.  Drawings 
     from landscape, developing into larger scale work and extended into printmaking (assessment of practical work and 
     personal research).

3.  Colour knowledge/theory – colour grade, mixing, emotional and expressive effects of colour seen in the work of Van 
     Gogh and Kandinsky (assessment of personally developed painting).

4.  Mask making – the use and function of masks in different costumes (personal research).  3D construction mask made
     in a response to a chosen theme (assessment of research and configuration).

5.  Architectual construction – looking at shape and pattern in the built environment.  Visualising 3 dimensions on paper 
     and constructing basic architectural forms in card.

	

Year 8
	1.  Metamorphosis – natural and mechanical forms transforming into new ones.  Drawings from objects changing, 
     merging, combining into imaginative compositions, developed into paintings or prints (assessment of sketchbook and 
     final piece).

2.  ‘Peter Randel-Page’ – sculptor who makes studies of natural forms and uses these as inspiration for creating new 
     shapes, patterns, forms.  Research work developed into drawings, prints and sculptural pieces (assessment of research,
     development and outcome).

3.  ‘Movement’ – how a range of artists have attempted to express the human form moving in space.  ‘Futurism’ – 
      experimenting with a range of techniques to create a sense of movement in drawing, painting and printmaking.


4.  ‘Bowls’ – influenced by William Morris and natural forms.  Students make a 3D bowl using cardboard, paper mache & 
      tissue paper.  Students experiment with surfaces using string, cardboard and texture.

5.  Aboriginal Art – storytelling through symbols and images.  Large scale group work on fabric or panels developed from 
     aboriginal symbols.

	

Year 9
	1.  Self Image and Expression – self portraits, observational drawing/proportions of the face.  ‘The Scream’ by Edvard 
     Munch – disturbing, emphasising features in response to emotion.  Expressive use of media drawing, painting, print to 
     express feeling (assessment of development and outcome of personal piece.

2.  Architecture – Drawings from the built environment of shapes and patterns of a range of styles of buildings both 
     historical and contemporary.  Combined, distorted and developed into a print or 3D construction (assessment of process 
     and outcome).

3.  ‘Jasper Johns and Robert Raushensberg’ – using members and letter forms and ‘montaging’ images of contemporary culture into a personal design, developed into a personal ‘logo’.  Piece of graphic work or painted panel (assessment of process and outcome)
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MUSIC
	KS3 Music

· All pupils receive a one-hour lesson in music. 

· The emphasis is on a practical curriculum. Keyboards and classroom percussion instruments are used.

· Lessons are taught in mixed ability Tutor groups.

· All units of work provide opportunities for students to develop their own performance skills, knowledge and understanding of music from different styles, eras and cultures. 

· Students work both individually, in pairs and in small groups. 

· Units offer differentiated tasks where this is required. 

· Units of work offer homework opportunities. This could be research or a practical activity.

· Sibelius 4, Acid Pro, Garage Band and Reason software is available.



	Units covered

	Year 7
	Units 1 and 2 - Laying the Foundations (Bridging Unit - Whole Term)

Unit 3 - Musical Structure


Unit 4 Music from Around the World

Unit 5 - Making Melodies 


Unit 6 – ICT and Music – Garage Band

	Year 8
	Unit 1 - Samba – The music of Brazil 
Unit 2 - Hooks and Riffs

Unit 3 - Descriptive Composition

Unit 4 - Variations

Unit 5 - Using Chords 


Unit 6 - Music in The Media 

	Year 9
	Unit 1 – Music of the Caribbean

Unit 2 - Film Music

Unit 3 – Blues




Unit 4 - Cover Versions

Unit 5 - Hip-hop and Rap


Unit 6 - Musical/Music T

	Instrument lessons are available on the following:

Brass, Dhol/Tabla, Drums, Guitar, Bass Guitar,  Harmonium/Sitar/Vocals, Keyboards, Singing, Steel Pans, Violin and Woodwind. 





We ask parents to make a contribution of £30.00 per term. This does not cover the full cost of tuition.

Lessons are intended to be group lessons of 25/30 minutes. Students are encouraged to move on to private tuition when they are making obvious progress and by moving on a place is made available for a beginner.

Students arriving in Year 7 who already play an instrument are given priority in receiving a lesson if a space is available. All other places are offered according to the enthusiasm of a student to want to play and a trial lesson is given with the relevant teacher. 

Bursaries – Education Leeds offer a bursary of £95 to Year 7 students in receipt of Free School Meals who take instrument lessons at school. Details are available on request.

School policy regarding Instrument lessons

The policy of the school is that pupils should be released from their normal lesson in order to attend instrumental lessons.  In reality there needs to be a degree of give and take and there will be times when pupils cannot be released by their subject teacher.  This may be due to end of unit tests or Cats and SATs. Students and instrument teachers should try to re-organise times during such occasions. In order to avoid problems regarding pupils regularly missing lessons, peripatetic staff are asked to work out a rota timetable whenever this is possible.  The lesson lengths vary according to group size and individual needs. Students must always ask for homework or for notes to copy up if they miss part of their academic lesson. 

External Exams

It is policy that students pay for all external instrumental examinations.  Currently we tend to favour the Associated Board and Trinity Guildhall although other boards are always considered.  

Instruments

Many pupils own their instruments but there are several which belong to school.  If students are using a school instrument this is recorded in registers.  If a student ceases to have lessons the instrument should be returned to the school.  Parents are responsible for arranging insurance for these instruments.

If students wish to purchase an instrument we have details of the Artsforms-music Leeds purchase scheme. This scheme offers a discount on the RRP and VAT is not charged. To qualify for this scheme students must be either having a school lesson or taking part in a school ensemble.

	Other useful information:

Curriculum Enhancement Activities

Keyboard Club                                        Tuesday -Thursday  - Break times       Open to all students –priority given for homework
Bands and Singers Club                        Tuesday – Thursday  -Lunchtimes       Open to all instrument players and singers 

Concert Band                                          Wednesday - Lunchtime                       Open to all instrument players
Samba Band                                            Tuesday - 3.30 – 5.00                           Open to all instrument players
Pop  Choir                                               Monday – Lunchtime                             Open to all students

Rock Band Club                                      Thursday - 3.30 – 4.30                         Open to all students
Annual Music Events

Open Evening

The World  of Music Concert

The Winter Show

Rock Pop Rhythm and Blues Spectacular

Mini World Tour of Primary

The Summer Show

Arts Awards – All Music, Art and Drama staff have recently gained approval to deliver the National Arts Awards in school at Bronze and Silver level. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

	KS3 PE

	Units covered

	Year 7
	Students will be taught a range of skills in a number of activities, after first being assessed on their ability to perform particular motor skills within our ‘Multi-skills’ programme.  Students’ will then be set on ability after October Half term.  The activities students may be taught, depending on facilities available include:

Rugby; football; netball; badminton; spinning; table tennis; hockey; athletics; basketball; athletics; swimming; rounders; cricket.
Upon conclusion of their time studying a particular activity each member of staff will give an Attainment Level specific to that activity, in all of the four strands of assessment.  All of these levels will be recorded and used to determine a pupil’s End of Key Stage Levels in Year 9.  Therefore, students will not only be involved in performing, but also in roles that will demand analytical, evaluative, coaching and leading skills.

	Year 8
	The activities students may be taught, depending on facilities available include:

Rugby; football; netball; badminton; spinning; table tennis; hockey; athletics; basketball; athletics; swimming; rounders; cricket; trampolining; Health Related Exercise; Outdoor and Adventurous Activities and Rock-it-ball.
Upon conclusion of their time studying a particular activity each member of staff will give an Attainment Level specific to that activity, in all of the four strands of assessment.  All of these levels will be recorded and used to determine a pupil’s End of Key Stage Levels in Year 9.  Therefore, students will not only be involved in performing, but also in roles that will demand analytical, evaluative, coaching and leading skills.

	Year 9
	The activities students may be taught, depending on facilities available include:

Rugby; football; netball; badminton; spinning; table tennis; hockey; athletics; basketball; athletics; swimming; rounders; cricket; trampolining; Health Related Exercise; Young Leaders and Rock-it-ball.
Upon conclusion of their time studying a particular activity each member of staff will give an Attainment Level specific to that activity, in all of the four strands of assessment.  All of these levels will be recorded and used to determine a pupil’s End of Key Stage Levels in Year 9.  Therefore, students will not only be involved in performing, but also in roles that will demand analytical, evaluative, coaching and leading skills.

	EXTRA-CURRICULAR & ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:

· Most clubs and trips are open to all, unless otherwise stated.
· Students can come to these clubs and practices for many reasons – not just to represent the school!
· They give students a chance to improve or just get active in an enjoyable way.
· Appropriate Allerton Grange PE kit must be worn.
· The PE Clubs and practice list is published at the start of every ½ term.  So keep a look out!
· Is your child a ‘Talented Athlete’? – if so we want to know about it and then they may be eligible to enroll on our Talented Athlete Programme!
· We are always very receptive to ideas for clubs and trips, so do not be afraid to suggest things which we may not have thought of!
Other useful information and support opportunities available:

· Pupils are encouraged to attend extra-curricular clubs and house events offered by the department.
· Pupils are encouraged to participate in sport and physical activity within a variety of roles in addition to performer, i.e., coach, official etc.
· Pupils are encouraged to attend local sports clubs. 
· Pupils are encouraged to go swimming regularly.
· Pupils are encouraged to be active in order to keep fit and healthy.
· Pupils are encouraged to watch a variety of sports, gymnastic, dance or swimming competitions either live or on television.
· Pupils are encouraged to read about and use the internet to find out about the benefits of regular exercise and good hygiene.
· Pupils are encouraged to read the community notice board in school regularly.
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Technology

	KS3 Technology

	Units covered

	Year 7
	Start with an induction rotation that covers an hour in each of the following: food, textiles, systems, graphics, product design. This is to give students an idea of all the areas within technology and for us to assess the skills and knowledge they are coming to us with. Students are then put in to mixed groups of gender, ability and ethnicity. 

Students then cover 3 of the following subjects:

Food – Produce a range of products to increase the skill level of food production and understanding of food components, whilst looking at healthy eating and to a set theme

Textiles – Create a product that covers skills in pattern drafting, print, dye, sewing machines, accessories, felt making, based on a cultural or artist theme

Graphics – create a pop up product that develops their accuracy and knowledge of media. Working to a cultural or artist theme

Systems and Product Design – create a circuit that can then be placed into a product made in wood, focusing on skilful use of all equipment and understanding on materials and how circuits work. To a cultural or artist theme.

All projects cover exploring ideas and task, generating ideas, developing and modelling, planning, making and evaluating.

	Year 8
	Students pick up the two subjects they did not cover in yr7 plus an extra subject from the 5.

Food- further develop their skills, knowledge and understanding through a multicultural themed project, producing dishes from around the world.

Textiles – using more industrial equipment, students produce a product to an industrial brief, and set criteria, considering the properties of the materials and components they are using. Themed to a culture or artist.

Graphics – Using a cultural theme and packaging product, students use linkages to create a give away product that moves.

Product Design – Further developing use of equipment and knowledge of material properties, students produce a moving product that is made to a theme and that demonstrates good finishing techniques

Systems – Using industrial shaping of plastics and developing further their understanding of circuits, students produce a product to an industrial brief based on a theme of their choice  

At the end of yr 8 students chose to study two D & T areas in yr9.

	Year 9
	Through the year students will complete 4 units of an award that cover health and safety, evaluation of products and 2 further units in their chosen subjects.

Food - students study a Celebration buffet project where they design and make products that are suitable, considering Health & Safety issues, temperature control and combining materials to create products to specific dietry needs for events. Students chose own theme for celebration

Textiles - students design and make head gear for the annual fashion show, to a cultural or artist theme. They develop patterns, decorative techniques, construction techniques and user issues for head gear.

Product Design – students create formers that are used to produce shapes using layers of ply, a bag press and CAD/CAM. Professional quality finished clocks are then created to a high specification. Students select their own theme.

Systems -   Using CAD/CAM equipment, students create a 5/5/5 curcuit, packaging and game to a set brief, deciding on the theme themselves. This should build on their graphical and Product design knowledge gained over KS3.

Graphics - students will be using historical buildings and newly developed graphical skills to design a innovative front for the new school building. The best ideas will be on display at the annual Art and Textile exhibition in june 2009.
For the last term of yr9 students start their GCSE in D & T or Child Development. If they have opted not to take GSCE technology they study a final unit of award away from the GCSE students. 

	Visits – D & T week see performers and artists coming into lessons to work with students. Through the year we have guests, competitions and extra sessions for the wide range of skills that we offer. Just ask.

	Top 5 websites:

1. www.young-designers.com
2. www.design-council.org
3. www.technologystudent.com
4. www.design-technology.info
5. www.bbc.co.uk/schools



