
Drama is the only subject taught at Key Stage 3 at Allerton Grange School which is not a part of the National Curriculum. Every child is taught the subject for one hour a week until the end of Year 9. 
In Years 7 and 8 the Drama curriculum is carefully structured to support and expand upon the teaching within the Competency Curriculum.
Drama is taught thematically, using a range of topics to explore contemporary issues and learn a variety of performance skills and techniques. Below you will find a break down of the themes and topic areas studied at Key Stage 3.

YEAR 7
1. Introductory skills and Baseline assessment - gives students a grounding in basic communication and drama skills and provides an assessment of their level at the beginning of their time at Allerton Grange. 
2. Childhood/Community – students examine their own experiences of childhood and school and compare these with the experiences of Victorian children. They also study the history of Victorian Leeds and combine these ideas in their own original dramatic presentations.
3. Superheroes - students create their own super-powered characters and play them in a variety of scenarios involving secret identities and cliff-hanger endings. 
4. The Time Machine – each week the young people visit a different historical period, including Ancient Rome, Medieval England and the world of the Shakespearean theatre.
5. Narration and Chorus –  using a variety of sources, including world myths and legends, students learn about the historical importance and skills of classical Greek theatre.
6. India – students use a range of dramatic skills and devices to explore the history and culture of the Indian sub-continent.
YEAR 8
1. Communication without words, Melodrama and Charlotte Dymond - students explore a range of non-verbal communication techniques, learn about the historical theatre style Melodrama and apply it to the classic Ballad of Charlotte Dymond.
2. Slavery – students explore the cultural impact of historical and modern-day slavery.
3. More Drama Skills – students add to the range of tools available to them in their drama including thought tracking and split stage.
4. Prejudices – a range of prejudices and their consequences are examined using the drama techniques which the students have been developing this year.
5. Media (Behind the Scenes) – exploring the production process from scripting through storyboarding to editing, students combine their drama skills with use of IT and digital resources

YEAR  9
1. Family Life – the importance of family and what happens when the family unit breaks down are explored through drama.
2. Commedia dell'arte and Pantomime - students learn the physical clowning skills and stock characters of commedia and use these to inform the devising and performance of their own seasonal pantomime. 
3. Spontaneous Work – students develop a range of tools and techniques for creating improvised theatre.
4. Smoking, Drugs and Alcohol – students use drama as a method for examining the impacts of substance abuse on individuals, friends and family.
5. Genre and Style – students will experiment with a range of genres, including Tragedy and Farce, and experiment with the dramatic styles of some of the 20th Century’s greatest practitioners
	

	
	

	
	

	Assessment
For each topic area students are assessed according to the skills learned. Drama uses level descriptors based on the skills required by the Arts Council of England. Full details of the level descriptors can be found below.
Homework
Homework is set three times in each half term and will generally involve one written/summative task, a research task and a design/illustration task.
Other useful information
Drama is not just about teaching performance skills. It will help your child to learn-
Communication and interpersonal skills
How to work, cooperate and compromise as part of a team
Empathy and understanding for others
The ability to think independently and creatively
The importance of Drama and the Arts as part of our everyday lives and cultures.

	For further information please contact: Mr Ceri Jones, Curriculum Leader for Drama (jonesc04@leedslearning.net)


 
KEY STAGE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS FOR DRAMA 

Drama is taught throughout Key Stage 3. The level descriptors for Drama differ to most other subjects at Key Stage 3, as it is not a national Curriculum subject. At Allerton Grange students are assessed according to levels prescribed by the Arts Council of Great Britain. Brief descriptions of those levels are provided below.

 

In Year 7, students are expected to achieve level 1-3.

In Year 8 students are expected to achieve level 3-5.

In Year 9 students are expected to achieve level 5-7.

A few exceptional students may achieve a level 8 during Year 9.

 

LEVEL ONE  Students talk about matters of immediate interest, explore familiar themes and characters and develop ideas for acting out stories. They adopt a role and take part in group drama using simple props and form. Pupils listen and usually respond appropriately when discussing simple drama terms. They recognise key moments and describe their feelings about a piece of drama.

 

LEVEL TWO  Students show confidence in their response to a variety of stimulus. They structure simple scenes and make suggestions of how to present their ideas through drama. Selective props are used for meaning and students work sensitively with others in group drama. Students' use of space, sound and movement communicates meaning as they contribute to a range of performances. They develop an awareness of language appropriate to role and recognise different types of drama. They express what they liked about a performance and reflect on the responses to their own drama.

 

LEVEL THREE  Students talk and listen confidently, communicating ideas and researching the context of drama. They try different ways of exploring characters, structuring work and recording ideas when devising drama. Technical resources are used when appropriate and students support others when performing for a formal audience, maintaining their role throughout. Students use a range of dramatic techniques, structured by the teacher. In groups they reflect on the themes or issues explored in drama. They recognise genres and use simple terms when discussing the effectiveness of drama.

 

LEVEL FOUR  Students talk and listen with increasing confidence. Ideas are developed thoughtfully, using research to explore and share findings. Simple scripts are devised through improvisation. Students understand dramatic conventions, cooperate with others and can give and receive direction. They can communicate character to an audience through the use of words, movement and gesture. Students perform drama that demonstrates understanding of text or theatrical effects. They can produce a written response to performance and use the comments of others to develop their work.

 

LEVEL FIVE  Students talk and listen confidently in a wide range of contexts and respond to a wide range of stimulus. They explore issues and themes, write plays and work cooperatively and sensitively to create drama. They consider how images create meaning and use a range of skills to participate in short extracts from plays. They communicate their intended meaning to audience and show basic understanding of the relationship between content and form. They recognise and use a range of theatre terms and use these to review performance. Pupils reflect on their own and each others work and provide constructive responses and ideas for improvement.

 

LEVEL SIX  Students adapt to the demands of different contexts with increasing confidence in response to a wide range of texts. They experiment with original and different ways that feelings and responses can be presented in drama. They challenge and extend the ideas of others and make an effective contribution to the writing of short scripts. They understand how signs and symbols can be used to communicate meaning. They apply different ideas to communicate meaning, mood and atmosphere. Convincing characters are portrayed using a range of techniques. They can comment pertinently on the effectiveness of the form and content of drama.

  
LEVEL SEVEN  Students discuss all aspects and contexts of drama with confidence. They initiate and respond to ideas of others. They use forms and styles imaginatively and appropriately. They can work in the abstract and employ different concepts through the use of language, space, sound, gesture, text and form. They work responsibly and sensitively with others and maintain role, participating effectively in a short devised piece and a full length play. They are able to use a range of technical resources to enhance performance.
 
