 (
What better way to find out what people think about something than to ask?  Here’s what our current Year 7 students said about their 
Learning to Learn
 sessions.
‘I like L2L because it is different to other 
lessons,
 also I like it because we get to work in groups with different people.  It’s fun!’  
Alex
.
‘L2L has helped me 
alot
 as it has given me the opportunity to make many new friends.  When I came to 
Allerton
 Grange I didn’t know anyone’.
 
Hasan
.
‘I like L2L because it allows me to express myself and learn new things.  I love to learn the new skills as they are useful in other lessons.’ 
Gina.
)
 (
Below are comments fro
m 
Ofsted
 regarding the Learning to Learn Curriculum (March 2011)
.
‘The new 'Learning to Learn' curriculum in Key Stage 3 is starting to have an impact by helping to improve the attitudes and independence of younger students’.
All lessons which were observed by 
Ofsted
 were graded as ‘good’.
)
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 (
Our curriculum focuses on the ‘whole child’.
S
ocial
 and emotional aspects of learning are a key focus. 
We aim for 
students to gain confidence and have self-belief.
 
They will learn to
 
understand and manage
 their feelings, working co-operatively in groups, motivating themselves and demonstrating resilience in the
 face of setbacks. 
)
[image: http://www.sweetcounter.co.uk/images/images-sc/ecm.gif]




 (
“
…I like i
t because we get to work in grou
ps with different people…..
”
)


 (
Who else is using an 
Opening Minds
 
based curriculum?
O
ver 
200
 
schools
 across the country are now using Opening M
inds
, many of which are ‘outstanding schools’.
This number is growing rapidly……
)



 (
“
…
.I love to learn the new skills
, they are useful in other lessons….
”
)






 (
Why has A.G.S introduced a skills 
based curriculum?
We want to provide our students with the skills or competencies that they need to thrive in the 
‘
real world.
’
It is important to us that students are taught how to learn.  We want them to become independent learners who take responsibility for their learning.
 
We want them to think for themselves.
Motivated
 and 
enthusiastic students have high aspirations
.
Spending time with 
the Form Tutor and class for 8
 hours a week 
will aid transition from Primary S
chool and will allow our students to develop a sense of unity and belonging.
Students will regularly undertake group work which will help to improve their social skills and emotional literacy.
Students will be given the opportunity to take risks and try new things.
Students will be able to solve problems and make decisions.
This curriculum allows us to be creative and flexible with teaching and learning. We can provide a diverse range of learning opportunities.
)[image: http://princetonscoop.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/learn4.jpg]
 (
The benefits include:  Increased motivation levels and enjoyment of learning for students, improved transition from Primary to Secondary school, improved progress in literacy skills and increased standards of teaching and learning.
) (
Opening Minds is a competence-based curriculum.  It focuses on learning, managing information, relating to people, managing situations and citizenship.
) (
Did you know?
) (
Information from the opening minds website: 
www.openingminds.org.uk
) (
We believe a 21
st
 Century Curriculum has to address these issues!  
www.openingminds.org.uk
)

 (
The 
Learning to Learn Curriculum
) (
What is the 
A.G.S (Allerton Grange School) Competency C
urriculum?
This curriculum is based on RSA Opening Minds* research which aims to provide an alternative for a 21
st
 century curriculum.
"...an information-driven curriculum is unlikely to be able to equip young people adequately for adult life in the new century. The National Curriculum is this kind of curriculum. It struggles to cope with the competing demands of subjects and the struggle gets harder as the volume of information increases. Meanwhile it neglects the development of the 
competences and skills
 that young people will need to survive and succeed in their future world..." (RSA 2005)
The Year 7 curriculum will focus on competencies also known as CLIPS.  These will focus 
on 
citizenship, 
learning, managing 
information, relating to people and
 man
aging situations
. Students are taught by one teacher for 
8
 hours a week. Students will develop these competencies
/skills
 throughout the year focusing on different project based themes.  The themes are;
-Learning the competencies
-Community
-He
roes and Villains
-Technology through 
time
  
-It’s not fair! 
-India
A variety of subjects will be taught throughout the Curriculum with a particular f
ocus on Geography, History, R.S, and Business
. Students will also develop high levels in literacy, numeracy and ICT.
*
For further information:  
www.openingminds.org.uk
 or 
http://www.thersa.org/projects/education/opening-minds
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