Ask yourself the following questions:
· Do you enjoy learning about why things happen?

· Do you have an inquisitive mind?

· Are you prepared to work hard?

· Are you ready for an exam in January?
If you answer yes to these questions, Biology is for you!

The course starts by going back to the building blocks of life: Cells. The Science of these is then built on by looking at processes in animals and plants such as transport and digestion. The chemistry of more difficult concepts, such as respiration and photosynthesis is studied at A2. You have the chance to delve into Evolution, Biodiversity and the Environment. 



Entry Requirements
You need to have studied GCSE Biology and have got at least a grade B. 
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Website
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/science/biology
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OCR AS and A2 Biology
The specification is divided into separate biological topics, each containing different key concepts of Biology.
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If you enjoy Biology at GCSE you will definitely enjoy AS and A2! There are so many opportunities for you with an A Level in Biology!


Summary of content
AS
F211: Cells, Exchange and Transport 
• Cells 
• Exchange and Transport

F212: Molecules, Biodiversity, Food and Health 
• Biological Molecules 
• Food and Health 
• Biodiversity and Evolution. 

F213: Practical Skills in Biology 1 
Controlled internal assessment of practical skills.

A2For A2
F214: Communications, Homeostasis and Energy 
• Communication and Homeostasis 
• Excretion 
• Photosynthesis 
• Respiration

F215: Control, Genomes and Environment 
• Cellular Control 
• Biotechnology 
• Ecosystems and Sustainability 
• Responding to the Environment

F216: Practical Skills in Biology 2 
Controlled internal assessment of practical skills.



Additional Information
While the teaching of practical skills is developed throughout your AS and A2, they are assessed separately through the Practical Skills in Biology. The assessment of this is through an ISA experiment done independently, where all of your skills are examined. You will have more than one chance to do an ISA exam.



F211: 1 hour written exam
AS – 30%
A Level – 15%
F212: 1 hour 45 mins written exam
AS – 50%
A Level – 25%
F213: Practical work in class followed by an exam
AS – 20%
A level – 10%
F214: 1 hour 15 mins written exam
A Level – 15%
F215: 2 hour written exam
A Level – 25%
F216: Internal assessment
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Scientists are highly valued by employers. Your curious, investigative minds are useful to all sorts of employment areas, not just in the science sector.

From A2 Biology many students go on to study Medicine or Biological sciences (although both are very competitive so you need to be prepared to work hard!)

There are a wide range of employers who recruit graduates for biology-related jobs including:
· Universities and clinical research organisations; 
· pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies; 
· private hospitals and NHS trusts; 
· national and global health and environmental charities; 
· scientific and technical consultancies; 
· schools and colleges; 
· outreach organisations such as museums, science centres and broadcast companies, etc. 
Biology graduates who choose a non-biology-related career can cast their net more widely, so it is a good idea to look at the information on specific careers.

For more information on careers in Biology visit the society of Biology website.
www.societyofbiology.org 
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