Ask yourself the following questions:
1. Can you play an instrument or sing to a high standard?
2. Do you enjoy composing Music?
3. Do you enjoy learning about the history of Music and analysing pieces in the same way you would an English text?
4. Do you enjoy listening to Music and answering questions relating to theoretical and historical understanding?

· 70% of AS and 60% of A2 Music is practical and creative.  Assessment here is based on performing and composing.
· You will need to  also develop your understanding of Music through listening exercises and analysis of specific topics.  
· You must then sit an exam at the end of each year in which you have to listen and appraise music AND write two essays on the Areas of Study
· These Areas of Study are both interesting and challenging including British Popular Music, and Jazz and Blues as well as the more traditional study of set works by classical composers such as Beethoven, Elgar or Shostakovich.  
· This new course is interesting, fun, challenging and rewarding.  It is an excellent option at AS and A level. 

Entry Requirements
To study A-level Music you will need at least a C at GCSE Music or or a Distinction at BTEC Level 2 in Music.
You will also need a C or above in English.
Website
http://web.aqa.org.uk
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A-level Music
A new A-level specification involving
Performing
Composing
Recording
Listening to   and Analysing Music

A brilliant combination of modern popular Music and traditional classical study.  

Year 12 – AS Music - 3 Units –
1. Influences on Music – MUSC1
This is the listening and analysing section of the course
· Worth 30% of AS mark.
· One written exam lasting 1 hour 45 minutes taking place in June.

2. Composing: Creating Musical Ideas – MUSC2
· You will have to produce one final composition written in 20 hours of controlled time.
· Worth 30% of AS mark.  To be completed for a May deadline.

3. Performing: Interpreting Musical Ideas – MUSC3
· You must submit 16 minutes worth of performance material.
· Worth 40% of AS mark.  Assessed by teachers.


Year 13 – A2 Music – 3 Units – 

4. Music in Context – MUSC4
This is the listening and analysing section of the course
· Worth 40% of A2. 
· The exam will last 2 hrs 15 minutes. The listening section will be 45 minutes with 45 mins for each essay on the above Areas of Study.  Exam will take place in June..

5. Composing: Developing Musical Ideas – MUSC5
· You will have to produce one final composition written in 20 hours of controlled time.
· Worth 30% of A2.  Coursework to be completed for a May deadline.

6. Performing: A Musical Performance – MUSC6
· Choices between ‘solo acoustic’ performance or Technology performances or a combination of the two.
· Performances must combine to add up to between 10-15 minutes.  We record at least 6 pieces in a year and select the best for submission.
· Worth 30% of A2.  Recordings are externally marked and submitted in May.




AS Music – 70% Coursework, 30% Exam
A2 Music – 60% Coursework, 40% Exam



The course is great preparation for any Music or Creative Arts courses at degree level.  It is also an excellent platform for finding work within the music or creative arts industry.  A-level Music would enhance a UCAS application for any kind of degree because the dedication and further personal interest that the study of Music requires show strong and interesting qualities to all admissions tutors.  
Possible Careers: 
1. Musician
2. Composer
3. Sound Engineer – for live sound or recording
4. Producer
5. Music Teacher/Lecturer
6. Music Journalism
7. Music Therapist
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