Ask yourself the following questions:
1. Are you interested in a career in Music?
2. Do you enjoy playing Music in a group and as a soloist?
3. Do you enjoy composing Music?
4. Would you like to study Popular Music, World Music and Recording Technology?
5. Are you better at completing coursework than you are in exams?

There is great flexibility in the size of qualification that you can take – 
· The Certificate is equivalent to one AS Level and lasts for one year.
· The Subsidiary Diploma is equivalent to one A Level and lasts for two years.
· The Diploma is equivalent to two A Levels and also lasts for two years with eight lessons a week.

There is a wide range of units that you can choose from (see website for further details).  This year’s student have studied the following units – 
· Recording and Production Techniques 
·  The Music Industry
· Creating a Live Event 
· Ensemble Performance
· Solo Performance
· Composition 
· History of Pop Music.  
· 
Entry Requirements
To study BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Music a GCSE or BTEC Level 2 in Music is preferable though not essential if you can show musical interest and expertise.  You must be able to play an instrument or sing to a good standard.  An interest in – and experience of – composing is preferable.
Website
www.edexcel.com
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BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Music
An  A-level equivalent qualification for musicians who have an interest in the Music industry.   
Provides  opportunities to
· Perform
· Compose     and 
· Analyse Music
· Use Recording Technology and create live concerts.  

A vocational course

Each unit requires you to complete between 3-6 specific learning outcomes.  A student can achieve a Pass, Merit or Distinction for each learning outcome as specified by the grading criteria or mark scheme for each unit.  The tricky bit is that for each Unit your lowest mark is your final mark so you must achieve a distinction in all 4 learning outcomes in order to achieve a Distinction overall.
Tthere are no exams.  
All work is coursework based and marked by your tutors though there is a thorough internal and external moderation process.  Students have the opportunities to draft and re-draft work. 
You must also learn to meet strict deadlines as would be expected in the working world.




75% practical work
100% coursework
No exams










The course is great preparation for any Music or Creative Arts courses at degree level.  It is also an excellent platform for finding work within the music or creative arts industry.  
Possible Careers: 
1. Pop or Classical Musician
2. Music Promoter/Live Event Organiser
3. Composer
4. Artist Management
5. Sound Engineer – for live sound or recording
6. Producer
7. Music Teacher/Lecturer
8. Music Journalism
9. Music Therapist
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