
· You need to be prepared to investigate issues and discuss your conclusions.
· You need to express your ideas in writing and in a logical, well argued way. 
· This will involve reading, selection of evidence, and a mature organisation of yourself and your work
· . You will ideally, need to keep up with current affairs, and maintain an awareness of the news.


At AS, our study will develop a broad knowledge and understanding of the political system of the UK. The specification concentrates on People, Participation and Politics as well as Governing Modern Britain. 
A2, the popular options US Politics, US Government and Ideologies, as well as issues such as Politics and Power. 





Entry Requirements
B grade in English is preferred, with no specific need to have studied History (however this would help). Pupils with a C grade in History or English, will be considered on an individual basis with the department’s approval. (We usually do this on a trial basis and review the situation after the first half term).






Website
http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/humanities/gov_politics_overview.php


A LEVEL POLITICS





UK Prime Minister 
David Cameron 





                           US President Barack Obama



AS
· Voting : what makes people vote the way they do?
· How does the system of voting operate?
· Parties and Pressure groups: Who represents citizens’ views? Formal parties (Labour,
· Lib-Dem) or pressure groups, (e.g. RSPCA, Greenpeace).
· Government: the PM, Civil Servants, House of Commons & House of Lords.
A2
· UK/USA Government: Comparing the way government works in two “Western democracies”
· Democracy in the USA; Is the USA democratic? Do their methods work?



AS: you will be assessed by exams.
 Exam questions are stepped. This means:
· a brief definition question,
· an explanation question ,
· a “mini” essay.
A2 Here you will be assessed by essays. 

























An A level helps to qualify you for a range of courses including:
· Law, Politics, Finance & Accountancy 
· Journalism, Media, Education
· Public administration, Management
Politics is very practical, because it involves knowledge and skills:
· Learning about people – evidence and analysis of ideas and actions that shape our lives today
· Learning about countries, societies and cultures - so many of today's conflicts and alliances have their roots in the past; how can you negotiate with, trade successfully with, or report on a country if you know nothing of its history? 
· Learning to locate and sift facts - to identify truth and recognise myth, propaganda and downright lies (useful in every aspect of life!) 
· Presenting what you've learned in a way that makes sense to others - whether in graphs, essays or illustrated reports - and having the confidence to defend your findings.
All these skills are valuable in a whole range of jobs.  So instead of only looking at ‘careers in politics' you could also look at careers where it will help a lot if you've studied politics. These include:
· Law
· Journalism
· Accountancy
· Education
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