 
Do you like to challenge yourself?
Do you like to think outside the box?
Do you like to work things out for yourself, rather than relying on other people?
Do you prefer to read into things in detail rather than judge a book by its cover?
Do you want to be part of one of the most successful AS/A2 courses at Allerton Grange?
If the answer is yes, then this course is for you!

In the AS course you will complete one philosophy and one ethics unit.
The philosophy section looks at the very first ideas about what God was like from the ancient Greeks and the early Jews/Christians. It then looks at classical arguments to prove that God exists such as the argument from design – the world is too complex to have happened by chance and so must have been designed by God, and the argument from cause – everything has a first cause which must be God. In contrast you will then look at arguments to prove that God does not exist such as the problem of evil – if God exists, why do people suffer, and the problem of science – how does God fit in with evolution. 
The ethics section looks at what we mean by right and wrong and why something may be right for one person but not for another, where do we get our morals from and the influence of society on our values and morals. You will look at Utilitarianism – doing the greater good for the greater number and Natural Moral law – the idea that God has set down laws for us to follow. Ethical theories are then applied to modern issues such as genetic engineering, abortion, euthanasia and war and peace.
In the A2 course you will complete one philosophy and one ethics unit.
The philosophy unit looks at the body/soul distinction – can our bodies live separately from our souls and vice versa, life after death in different religions including reincarnation and heaven and hell, and religious experience - miracles, stigmata, visions, and healing. 
The ethics section looks at whether our actions are pre-determined, do we actually have free will and what is conscience. Christian and non-religious theories are applied to issues such as sex, relationships, environment and business in a way that is relevant to today’s society. 
Both units at A2 allow opportunities for you to form your own opinions on these topics.

You need a ‘B’ grade in GCSE Religious Studies or a ‘B’ grade in GCSE Religious Studies: Philosophy and Ethics or World Religions. You also need a ‘B’ grade in English. 


OCR Exam board RS - http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/hss/rs/index.html

Allerton Grange RS VLE  (access to all lesson resources) -  https://sites.leedslearning.net/schools/allertongrange/cr/RE/Pages/Default.aspx 
[image: http://www.eteach.com/EmpLogo.ashx?size=120&id=19936]
Religious Studies
Philosophy and Ethics
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Assessment will be through peer and self-assessment in class which will allow you the opportunity to evaluate and improve your work yourself. You will also be given regular essays to complete to allow you to practise exam technique. Occasionally you will be given the task of completing presentations in order to share your knowledge with other students. 




A qualification in religious studies could lead to many careers in the public sector such as teaching, counselling, social work, law, care work etc.
[bookmark: x_x_x_OLE_LINK2][bookmark: x_x_x_OLE_LINK1]
The ethics side of the course would be extremely useful for those students wishing to undertake a career in Medicine and would complement a study of any science. 

A career in management, business, journalism and television would benefit from this qualification, to name but a few.

RS will help you to develop the thinking and academic skills that you will need for any form of higher education and links in well to further studies of Sociology, Psychology, Literature, History, Ethics, Theology and Philosophy. 

A qualification in RS demonstrates that you have a willingness to learn about other beliefs, values and cultures, showing that you are a tolerant person who would be an asset to any workplace. 

RS will help you to develop your own beliefs and views about ethical, philosophical, social and moral issues affecting the world you live in.
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