22 November 2010 

Dear Parent

You may already be aware that there is a likelihood that students in schools may join in the protests against cuts and increased Higher Education fees planned for Wednesday 24 November.  Plans to protest are being made via social networking sites and it is possible that some Allerton Grange students may choose to be involved.

It is clear that recent government decisions will impact negatively on many young people and their views in a democratic society are important.  However, the school has a legal obligation to expect that all of our students attend school as normal on 24 November.  Students who choose to take part in the protest will be truanting and classed as unauthorised absentees.

Staff in school cannot restrain students who choose to leave the premises to take part in the protest nor can we be responsible for the safety and behaviour of students if they leave the site.

I ask you to discuss this situation with your son or daughter.  If he/she is adamant on taking part in the protest, I would be grateful if you could encourage him/her to remain at home until leaving for the protest rather than disrupt learning at school for those not involved.  I would also be grateful if you could write a note to school, confirming the reason for absence, if your son/daughter is planning to be absent from school on 24 November.

Thank you for your co-operation in this particularly difficult matter.

Yours faithfully

R Whittaker

Headteacher
