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Your YEP

A lesson in rights at scene of Holocaust

Pupils from a Leeds school travelled to the scene of unspeakable crimes against humanity as part of a course in social justice. 
Sixth form pupils from Allerton Grange school, in Moortown, stayed in Krakow's former Jewish ghetto of Kazimierz after travelling to Poland for a four-day visit.
The trip to Eastern Europe was the culmination of a human rights and social justice programme run by the Bradford-based Prism Youth Project. 
It involved finding out about the events leading up to the Holocaust, how it happened – and the tragic consequences. 
The students stayed in a hostel in the heart of the city's old Jewish quarter and their itinerary included trips to nearby Auschwitz and Birkenau concentration camps, where an estimated 2.5 million people died in the gas chambers.
Nick Dutton-Taylor, social science teacher at Allerton Grange, said: "As a school we were very privileged to have been selected to take part in this programme and it proved to be a life-changing experience for all our students.
"Birkenau is the larger of the two places and, unlike the main camp at Auschwitz, which has been converted into a museum, it is more or less in the same state it was found in when it was liberated in 1945. 
Even though it was uncomfortable and upsetting viewing, this particular part of our visit will probably linger in the memory longer than any other aspect of the trip." 
The human rights and social justice programme is backed by a range of organisations including Amnesty International, Bradford University's Peace Studies Department, the Anti-Nazi League, and the Liverpool Slavery Museum.
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